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' MI6 paid for election 


by JAN MATHER 


BRITISH Intelligence sub* 
^discb an election campaign in 
the SeycheDes to help secure the 
victory of James Mancham, 
then President, against his left- 
u, mg opponent. 

Mancham, now living in exile 
in London, says be accepted 
payments from M16 offered 
i initially by z man named Fox 
; Tolbert, who visited him at his 
; London hotel room and gave an 
j address and box number in 
= Oxford. 


Contributions • totalling 
£12,000 were paid ‘regularly 
into Mancham ’s bank account 
for use in the election campaign 
of April 1974, according to 
Manchair J autobiography. 
' Paradise Raped : (Methuen). 

Man chair war ‘visiting Lon- 
don to try io persuaoe the 
Government to offer the Seych- 
elles full integration • with 
• Bntain . Britain refused and 
pressured him into demanding 
independence. 


Then ‘Tolbert/ t tall, well- 
built, smartly dressed man 
wearing a club tit, arrived. He 
searched under the table and 
cnairs, checked the television 
■and examined the bathroom, 
explaining : ‘ in .this electronic 
age, 'you never know what 
might be around.’ 

He said z ‘ committee ’ he 
represented, whose names 
would h 2 ve to remain unknown 
to Mancham,*was satisfied that 
Albert Rene, leader of the 
| opposition Seychelles People’s 
1 United Parry, was 4 in the p*v 
of the communists . ’ It had been 
decided to provide Mancham’s 
Seychelles Democratic Parry 
with £ monthly allowance. 


Mancham went on to -win the 
election with 53 per cent of the 
votes, but with a big majonrv of 
; seats. In June 1976 the Seych- 
elles became independent and £ 
year later Mancham was ousted 
by Rene whiie attending a 
Commonwealth conference in 
London. 
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